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September  29,  1971,  marks,  the  second  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Deaf-Blind  Unit  as  a  special  department  of  the  Salvation  Array  School  for  the 
Blind  in  Kingston,  Jamaica,  West  Indies. 

The  origin  of  this  unit  dates  back  to  1968  when,  with  assistance  from  the 
British  Charitable  Society  operating  in  Massachusettes,  Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind,  Watertown,  Mass of f ered  training  to  two  teachers  from  Jamaica,  to  meet 
the  urgent  need  for  the  care  and  training  of  children  born  deaf-blind  as  the 
result  of  the  German-Measles  epidemic  which  swept  the  island  in  1965  to  '66. 

In  acceptance  of  the  offer,  Captain  Olive  Drummond  and  Mrs.  Inez  McLaughlin 
joined  the  1968  -  *69  Teacher-Training  session  at  Perkins,  returning  to  Jamaica 
to  pioneer  work  among  the  deaf-blind. 

The  start  was  handicapped  by  every  imaginable  need,  but,  there  was  the 
knowledge  that  in  many  corners  of  our  lovely  island  helpless  children  lay  wait¬ 
ing  and  parents  were  hopeless  and  bewildered  by  the  baffling  handicaps  of  their 
undiscerning  children.  The  outlook  was  dreary  indeed,  but  faith  and  the  crying 
need  pushed  us  into  operation  in  a  small  cottage  and  two  make-shift  classrooms. 

GOVERNMENT  nND  THE  PUBLIC:  Our  first  approach  to  some  government  bodies  was 

met  with  tolerance . 

The  Ministry  of  Education,  under  which  portfolio  Captain  Drummond  and  I 
were  already  employed  as  teachers  of  the  Blind,  granted  approval  for  our  appoint¬ 
ment  to  man  the  Unit/gave  us  the  ’’blessing"  we  craved,  but  could  give  no  promise 
of  tangible  support.  Their  hands  were  already  full,  it  seemed4with  the  problems 
of  providing  adequate  educational  facilities  for  normal  children. 


A  lift  was  given  to  our  faith  ivhen  the  Ministry  of  fouth  and  Community 
Development  made  an  initial  grant  toward  the  provision  of  household  and  class¬ 
room  equipment.  With  this  we  were  able  to  procure  some  of  the  bare  essentials. 
Nevertheless,  we  were  on  our  way.  With  already  limited  space  for  eight  children, 
we  stretched  it  ’  *  ~  of  maternal  Rubella; 


the  other,  born 
at  age  5. 


through  an  accident 


Our  heartfelt  thanks  go  to. a  few  business  establishments  for  their  gifts  of 
a  refrigerator,  a  gas  stove,  a  washing  machine,  a  floor  polisher  and  a  much¬ 
valued  Train-Ear. 

A  few  social  organisations  have  been  mindful  of  us  too.  Some  gift  coupons 
reached  us  through  UNESCO>aad  we  were  pleased  to  receive  a  visit  from  Mr.  A.G. 
Fullerton,  UNESCO  Public  Liaison  Officer  from  Paris.  He  showed  sympathetic 
interest  in  our  work,  an  interest  which  we  hope  will  be  maintained  for  our  future 
good. 

Our  sincere  thanks  go  to  the  Jamaica  Branch  of  the  Women's  Corona  Society, 
the  United  States  Ladies  Club,  St.  Andrew  Housewives'  Association,  the  University 
Hospital  Graduate  Nurses  League  and  ^he  St.  Andrew  Preparatory  School,  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  for  their  monetary  gifts, ”*£0  the  Meadowbrook  Prep.  School,  Jamaica,  the 
Robert  Mac  Home  (Hamilton,  Ontario)  and  the  Jaycees  for  their  gifts  of  toys. 

A  oontect  which  we  value  very  highly  is  our  correspondence  with  a  new 
Australian  friend,  v/hose  practical  interest  and  letters  of  encouragement  have 
been  touching  and  heartwarming. 

No  less  acceptable  are  the  small  gifts  from  a  few  public-spirited  individuals, 
some  of  whom  have  preferred  to  remain  anonymous.  . 

tie  have  been  able  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  those  whose  names  were 
given;  those  whom  we  are  unable  to  indentify  may  not  realise  that  their  gifts, 
seemingly  small  in  their  eyes,  have  helped  not  merely  to  fill  some  vi-tal  needs, 
but  have  done  even  more.  They  have  bolstered  our  faith  with  the  knowledge  that 
we  arc  not  alone,  and  given  us  the  assurance  that  loving  hearts  are  praying  and 
hoping  with  us  for  our  "children  of  the  silent  night," 
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MEDIC.  .L  AIID:  Early  audience  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  resulted  in  contact 

with  the  Chief  Paediatrician  of  the  Children's  Hospital,  i/e  are  grateful  to  her 
for  her  interest  and  ready  help  in  providing  prompt  attention  for  our  children's 
oft-recurring  ailments,  attention  has  been  available  too,  at  the  University 
Collage  Hospital  and  the  Kingston  Public  Hospital whore  Doctors  and  Nurses  are 
always  very  understanding  and  co-operative. 

Glasses  and  hearing  aids  have  been  supplied  to  some  of  our  children  through 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  with  the  constant  wear  and  tear  these  are  often  in 
need  of  repairs  or  replacement.  Unfortunately,  no  regular  grant  has  been  made 
available  to  meet  these  needs, 

*  4 

We  are  grateful  for  the  interest  shown  in  our  children  by  the  E.N.T.  Staff 
of  the  Hospital  Ship  the 'B.S.  Hope1'  (S.  Francisco)  currently  operating  in 
Jamaican  waters  for  ten  months. 

We  owe  thanks  too,  to  Mr.  Vincent  Serritella,  Audiologist  (American  Peace 
Corp)  serving  with  the  Jamaica  Association  in  Aid  of  the  Deaf.  His  services  have 
been  invaluable  in  testing  and  preparing  audiograms, 

PUBLICITY :  The  term  deaf-blind  is  so  little  understood  that  it  is  necessary 

to  use  every  opportunity  to  bring  to  the  public  an  awareness  of  its  implications 
and  of  the  problems  connected  therewith. 

.We  are  grateful  to  Padio  Jamaica,  the  Jamaica  Broadcasting  Corporation,  the 
Jamaica  Information  Service  and  the  Daily  Gleaner  for  their  willingness  to 
project  our  activities  through  publications  and  interviews.  We.  thank 
Dr.  Waterhouse  for  having  made  available  to  us  the  films  "Legacy  of  Anne,  Sullivan” 
and  ''Children  of  the  Silent  Night"  which  have  been  shown  on  television  here  in 
Jamaica. 

Spontaneous  interest  in  our  work  has  been  shown  by  the  Teachers'  Colleges, 
the  University  of  the  West  Indies,  and  a  number  of  social  groups.  we  have  been 
happy  to  receive  groups  on  observation  visits.  Who  knows,  perhaps  from  some 
of  these  visits,  the  desire  may  be  born  in  some  heart  to  become  involved  in  the 
work  of  helping  to  educate  the  deaf-blind. 


£> TiiF/:  Difficulties  are  increased  and  progress  retarded  by  the  lack  of  adequate 

staff. 

!t J ack-of-all-Trades"  is  the  name  best  suited  to  Captain  Drummond  and  myself, 
lie  have  had  to  play  the  mulitple  role  of  Administrators,  teachers,  nursing 
attendants,  household  helps  and  what-have-you.  Captain  Drummond  has  the  giganti 
task  of  being  Matron  of  the  home  as  well  as  teacher.  Hers  is  a  24  hour-a-day, 

7  days-a-week,  52  weeks-a-year  job.  In  between  trying  to  operate  a  classroom, 
she  must  often  take  her  turn  as  cook,  as  dormitory  supervisor,  do  night-duty, 
prepare  clotning,  take  the  children  for  medical  attention,  (she  being  the 
driver  of  the  vehicle  always),  and  do  the  innumerable  jobs  entailed  in  adminis¬ 
tration,  teaching  and  household  chores.  "Hats  off"  to  her  for  her  patient 
endurance  and  complete  dedication. 

J  fill  the  role  of  Teacher/Correspondent/Publicity  Officer,  etc.  etc., 
giving  assistance  in  whatever  my  hands  find  to  do.  Living  away  from  the  Unit, 

JL  bear  little  of  the  pressures  of  the  after-school  hours,  and  I  sometimes  wish 
that  my  domestic  situation  made  it  possible  for  me  to  relieve  some  of  the  ten¬ 
sions  that  must  v/eigh  heavily  on  those  who  are  constantly  with  it. 

Air  AND.  Hi  To:  There  have  been  too  many  changes.  When  the  Unit  was  started  we 

were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  a  graduate  of  the  School  for  the  Blind 
with  useful  vision  and  a  high  sense  of  responsibility,  Glorene  proved  a' great 
asset  and  showed  promise  of  becoming  as  capable  a  classroom  assistant  as  she  was 
an  efficient  housemother.  She  worked  with  us  during  our  first  gruelling 

year,  but,  much  to  our  loss,  found  it  necessary  to  seek  mere  lucrative  employment 
Djhat  could  we  do?  We  could  not  try  to  hold  her  because  we  could  afford  to  pay 
too  little  to  a  girl  with  a  future.  .  : 

Since  then,  we  have  had  a  number  of  girls  for  shorter  periods,  but  their 
hours  are  too  long,  with  little  time  off  because  there  are  not  enough  for  con¬ 
venient  shifts. 

We  sometimes  pride  ourselves  on  having  two  attendants,  a  cook,  and  a 
laundress,  but  often  we  have  had  to  resort  to  having  our  attendouits  running 
between  dormitory,  classroom,  kitchen  and  wash-tub. 


Hard  work,  long  hours  and  small  wages  do  not  combine  into  an  incentive  for 
young  girls. 

BUILDING :  Construction  of  the  new  school  for  the  Blind  is  now  underway.  This 

brings  us  hope  for  release  from  the  gloomy  isolation  which  we  sometimes  feel. 
Operating  as  we  have  been  away  from  the  main  school  (Slipe  Pen  Road)  we  have 
often  felt  the  emotional  lack  of  association  with  other  w orkers  at  the  school, 
and  we  long  for  the  time  when  we  all/be  together  as  a  whole  and  be  able  to  draw 
mora.1  and,  perhaps  too,  even  physical  support  from  our  associates  at  the  school 
for  the  Blind.  Vie  look  forward  to  the  provision  of  extended  accomodation  and 
play  facilities  for  the  deaf-blind  Unit  within  the  new  building  programme. 

HOLIDAYS :  Three  of  our  ten  children  have  no  home  but  the  Unit.  The  others 

go  home  for  the  three  annual  holidays.  Even  with  cur  conviction  that  it  is 
import  '.nt  to  maintain  the  home  ties,  we  wish  we  could  arrange  to  give  them 
shorter  periods  at  home.  The  ill  effect  of  long  holidays  spent  at  home  with 
little  or  no  guidance  is  reflected  in  noticeable  regression  upon  their  return  to 
the  Unit.  However,  a  limited  over-worked  staff  cannot  allow  for  any  other 
arrangement., 

VOLUNTARY  LORKLRS  are  much  needed.  Although  a  number  of  people  have  from 
time  to  time  expressed  a  desire  to  spend  an  afternoon  with  the  children,  take 
them  for  rides  or  for  weekends  and  holidays,  this  has  not  materialised.  A’e 
wait  patiently  for  the  time  when  people  will  lose  their  sense  of  awe  and  helpless¬ 
ness  and  come  to  believe  that  they  can  function  with  a  deaf-blind  child  and  even 
find  it  fun* 

CHRIDTHAS  PARTY:  Last  Christmas  we  were  able  to  have  our  first  meaningful 

party  at  the  Unit.  It  was  a  thrill  to  watch  our  little  ones  clutch  their  toys, 
laugh  happily  as  a  toy  train  clattered  along,  follow  the  clang  and  flashing 
lights  of  a  fire  engine,  enjoy  the  zoom  of  a  little  aeroplane.  Gone  were  the 
passive  unsmiling  faces  of  the  year  before.  Here,  now,  we  find  eager,  childlike 
joy  and  the  conscious  carefree  laughter  of  growing  awareness  born  of  living 
experiences. 


NEED  FOR  EXPANSION 


Now  that  the  Unit  has  been  operating  under  the  temporary  plan,  the  need  ior 
further*  effort  becomes  more  and  more  apparent.  Requests  for  admission  cone 
from  parents  all  over  the  island  and  even  from  Jamaican  parents  overseas.  but 
the  Unit  has  too  many  urgent  needs  which  v;e  do  not  yet  see  any  means  of  filling. 
Requests  can  only  be  filed  with  the  hope  that  some  day,  somehow,  the  programme 
may  be  enlarged  to  meet  the  crying  neea. 


OUR  CHILDREN:  Every  child  in  our  Unit  represents  a  challenge  and  a  hope 

glimpse  of  each  will  reveal  some  of  the  hopes  that  lie  in  the  years  aheaa 


DEBBIE: first  deaf-blind  child  brought  to  our  notice  in  Jamaica,  born  m  the 
Rubellt  wave  of  1965  to  '66,  was  adopted  by  the  Salvation  Army  in  her  second 
veer  of  life.  Her  well-shaped  body  is  full  of  hyperactivity  at  one  moment, 
purposelessly  passive  the  next.  With  very  limited  vision  (cataracts  removed) 
and  doubtful  residual  hearing,  her  uncertain  responses  to  routine  training 
suggest  serious  brain  malfunction,  yet  spasmodic  reactions  m  some  situations 
hint  at  some  calculated  wilfulness.  Debbie's  background  warns  us  to  tread  very 
cautiously.  Her  love  of  cuddling  and  clasping,  her  laughter  of  evident  satis¬ 
faction  in  close,  happy  situations,  her  grace  in  movement  (when  not  spastic)  will 
r ike  her  simply  a  child  -  to  be  loved  and  hopefully  tended.  Her  progress  is 
mainly  in  the  field  of  play  -  she  now  rides  a  tricycle,  swings  fearlessly,  loves 

water-play. 


But  progress  generally  is  slow  -  so  slow 
v/hat  future?"  Vie  cannot  at  the  moment  voice 
An  abandoned  child  -  she  is  ours  for  keeps. 


that  wo  often  wonder  -  "For  Deb, 
either  our  fe  rs  .or  our  hopes. 
Fondly  we  call  her  "Princess." 


M  RGERY  is  one  of  those  admitted  tc/^Unit  on  its  opening  day.  Conditioned  to 
lying  on  her  back  in  a  dark  corner,  rejecting  almost  every  human  relationship, 
contact  with  people  was  sought  only  in  her  hunger-wail.  Satisfaction  meant  on  y 
a  bottle  as  she  lay  in  her  dark  corner  -  her  world,  unknowing  and  uncaring. 

Cautiously,  a  new  world  has  been  opened  up  for  Margo  ....  a  world  of  bright 
objects,  pretty  sounds  and  loving  arms.  At  first  seemingly  profoundly  deaf,  it 
now  quite  clear  that  she  has  a  good  deal  of  hearing,  which  rejects  or  receives 
the  human  voice  at  will.  Now  she  finds  joy  m  banging  a  big  o.rum,  or  even  pl.-y 
ing  games  with  her  teacher's  voice.  Full  of  fear  at  first,  and  daring  to  move 
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only  within  the  confine,  of  ».«aU  peopl^ 

'VtkcuMirahornfn  iovin^arn'^feed^horsolf  independently,  "potties"  horsclf.and 
’takes  nn  intones?  i^r  companions,  laughing  in  sweet  innocence  as  she  steals 
a  tricky  "go"  at  a  ball  or  cuddly  toy  loft  lying  arouna. 

For  Margery  tho  world  is  growing  greater,  wider,  more  beautiful J 

*»*  “K  ■ 

background  of  some  exposure  to  natural  experience,  ’ 

With  left  cataract  removed,  good  vision  in  right  eye  but  with  a  possibiiity 
of  deterioration,  a  heart  lesion  and  severe  hearing  loss,  his  gestures 
meaningful  and  communication  intelligent. 

Teaching  him  is  a  joy, 

little  time  to  devote  to  him,  with  his  will  stronger 
would  suggest* 

Speech  development  is  encouraging,  «>•  liP-r«ads  bo^tifully,  raepond.^to 
vibration  when  he  needs  it,  memorises  easily,  one.  - 
academic  capabilities . 

He  is  usually  such  a  little  "show-off",  with  his  bright  eager  face,  that 
we  call  him  -  "Mr.  Dandy". 

h.RK  has  been  in  the  care  of  tho  Salvation  Army  since  he  was  eighteen  months  Ola, 
“^bella  case,  retardation  was  worsened  by  early  deprivation. 

His  vision  is  very  limited,  with  a  hearing  loss  which  at  present  seems 
profound. 


A  marvellous  job  of  body  restoration  was  a  one  li  uue  oaivc^uu 
Hanbury  Home  where  Mark  was  nurtured  until  he  came  to  us  in  1969.  itfith  the 
follow-up  of  structured  experiences,  discourajginglyunresponcive  at  first,  he.  is 
now  moving  forward  with  new  achievements,  and  is  losing  much  of  his  hyperactivity. 

Although  we  are  not  yet  able  to  envisage  academic  ^mining  ior  Mai  k,  we 
have  hope  that  he  will  achieve  self-care  and  some  measure  of  independence.  Ho 
shows  the  sort  of  determination  which  should  lead  to  a  mastery  of  some  hand-skill. 


was 

top 


so 


,-NDRS'w .  born  in  England  during  1963  epidemic,  is  typical  Rubella*  Hyperactivi  y 
extreme  at  first  that  he  behaved  more  like  a  rubber  ball  or  a  spinning 
Cataracts  have  been  removed  from  both  his  eyes.  Sound  awareness  grows 
and  grows,  and  his  hyperactivity  slows  down.  _ _ 

Communication  is  developing  well  and  Andrew  is  fairly  ’’bursting'  to  talk. 

He  "tells"  so  many  things,  expresses  anger  in  vehement  articulation,  plays 

tricks  and  laughs  at  his  victories.  . 

i  Music  and  sounds  of  all  kinds  quickly  catch  his  attention,  and  he  must 
find  from  whence  they  come,  even  if  he  must  tear  things  apart  and  gase  at  their 
mysterious  insides. 

His  problems  are  many,  but  his  progress  gives  us  cause  for  hope. 

DERRICK,  aged  8,  born  with  a  moderate  hearing  loss  (not  Rubella)  lost  one  eye 
through *an  accident  at  age  5.  At  first  shy  and  bewildered,  his  learning  was 
extremely  slow,  but  sure  enough  to  show  marked  progress.. in  comprehension  an<_ 
communi cation.  -Speech  awareness  is  promising,  although  development  is  some¬ 
what  hampered  by  what  seems  to  be  a  tongue  raal formation. 


For  Derrick,  too, 


there  is  some  academic  possibility. 


MICHaLLE .  born  in  1966,  is  as  sweeta  .little 
and  cherish.  A  profound  hearing  loss  is  at 
possesses  good  vision  in  one  eye,  well  used. 


mite  as  any  one  could  want  to  love 
present  suggested,  but  she  fortunat 
She  is  totally  blind  in  the  other 


el 


y 


With  extreme  feeding  problems  she  is  very  tiny  but  well  formed, 
co-ordination  is  excellent,  and,  another  "fortunate"  Rubella  case,  she 
normal  brain  function,  so  aware  and  strong  -willed  that  one  must  often 
guard  to  remember  how  tiny  is  her  fr  me. 


Motor 
shows 
be  on 


Unfortunately ,  her  periods  at  the  Unit  have 
frequently  ill,  mainly  through  stomach  disorder^ 
or  at  home. 


been  too  irregular,  as  she  is 
which  keep  her  often  in  bed  hero 
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Speech  awareness  is  now  quite  keen,  mouthing  is  frequent,  and  v;e  wait 
hopefully  for  articulation.  Meanwhile,  a  wealth  of  inner  language  is  being 
piled  up,  as  our  little  "Poe-Wee"  does  her  own  thing  by  way  of  communication. 

RICKY ,  perhaps  the  most  carefully  tended  challenge  of  the  Unit,  was  taken  from 
a  public  institution  in  October,  1969 ,  aged  thr>.o  years  and  nine  months,  weigh¬ 
ing  twelve  and  a  half  pounds,  given  up  by  doctors  who  suggested  only  that  he  be 
given  ’h.  quiet  corner  in  which  to  die".  Ricky  gave  his  new  friends  at  the  Unit 
many  anxious  moments  and  sleepless  nights.  Only  a  matter  of  weeks  ago,  tears 
of  joy  were  shod  when  "3oy-o"  made  his  first  independent  steps  on  legs  which  a 
year  ago  had  looked  like  dried  sticks.  His  latest  achievement  is  riding  a 

tricycle  which  he  pedals  proudly,  his  little  head  cocked  to  one  side, 

apparently  listening  to  the  squeaking  sound,  for  sounds  now  mean  something  to 
Ricky,  at  first  seemingly  severely  deaf. 

Now  we  must  move  quickly  after  him  as  ho  roams  freely  from  room  to  room 
with  babblings  that  promise  speech  and  action  when  his  years  of  gross  retardation 
may  finally  be  repaired. 

DaVE ,  aged  5:?  has  limited  vision  and  some  residual  hearing.  Very  hyperactive, 
he  is  showing  signs  of  settling  down  somewhat,  although  his  inclination  to  wander 
and  his  propensity  for  mouthing  things,  keep  us  rather  much  on  our  toes.  He 
uses  his  hands  well,  although  his  left  hand  seems  always  to  be  in  the  way,  upset¬ 
ting  the  constructive  inclinations  of  his  right  hand. 

He  indicates  his  needs,  although  speech  awareness  is  hardly  yet  evident. 

D^VID ,  our  most  recent  addition  to  the  Unit,  takes  the  place  of  a  number  of 
drop-outs.  He  has  been  in  a  few  times  for  observation  and  shows  some  possibility 
of  being  trainable.  He  is  6  years  old,  has  an  understanding,  anxious  mother 
who  struggles  with  a  large  family. 

He  will  be  taken  into  residence  at  the  Unit  in  September  for  further 
assessment  which  wo  hope  will  reveal  definite  possibilities. 


*  *  *>:*#********¥******■*************************** 
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Captain  Drummond  and  I  are  deeply  grateful  to  Perkins  School  for  the 
opportunity  to  attend  this  International  Conference. 

We  look  forward  to  the  refreshing  exchange  of  ideas  and  further  enlightment 
on  our  many  problems,  most  of  which  we  know  are  shared  by  our  fellow-teachers  df 
the  Deaf-blind  all  over  the  world. 

It  will  be  good  to  share  in  this  fellowship  and  to  unwind  our  knots  together. 


I.  Pat  McLaughlin, 
Jamaica,  West  Indies 


